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NR 115 Listening Sessions

Summary of Form Letters Received

Listening sessions were an opportunity for the public to review and comment on the draft proposals generated
together by the Advisory Committee and the Department. Listening sessions were added as an additional step in
the traditional rule revision process because the Department recognizes this issue needs special
consideration and debate in an open, informative, honest and participatory forum.

Over 850 people attended eight listening sessions that were held around Wisconsin. Comments were
accepted on prepared comment sheets, as oral comments at the listening sessions, and as written letters.
Comments were accepted until December 31, 2003. Over 1000 comments were submitted regarding the
NR 115 Advisory Committee recommendations. To be considered as a comment, the respondent was only
required to provide their name.

Over 300 people submitted comments on three different form letters. The text of those letters and who
submitted them is provided below.

 
wisconsin.gov Printed on

Recycled
Paper

Quality Natural Resources Management 
Through Excellent Customer Service 

dnr.wi.gov 

101 S. Webster St.
Box 7921

Madison, Wisconsin  53707-7921
Telephone 608-266-2621

FAX 608-267-3579
TTY Access via relay - 711

Jim Doyle, Governor
Scott Hassett, Secretary



2

Form Letter 1
Any problems with the current NR115 come from selective enforcement across the state. When setbacks
and buffers are properly applied, as they have been by most counties for many years, the lakes are
protected. The DNR has the authority to write administrative rule only and should not be writing a state-
wide zoning ordinance. That is a job for counties who will have to enforce an ordinance, and where
attention can be given to local conditions. This also allows the people most affected to have direct input.
The DNR should leave the current rule alone and concentrate its limited funds and personnel on what is
really affecting Wisconsin’s water quality, aquatic invasive species, municipal run-off and pollution.

Non conformity (sic) under it’s (sic) present definition threatens all private ownership of property and makes
it impossible to effectively write rules that could help in the DNR”s (sic) charge to protect our waterways.
Therefore, we call on the DNR to join the vast majority of property owners and citizens working towards
the elimination of that threat.

Submitted by:
Jason Avery, Hastings, MN.
Duane Borgwardt, Bruce, WI.
Charles O'Donnell, Chippewa Falls, WI.
Dorothy L Rusch, Iron River, WI.
Otto J Rusch, Iron River, WI.
Philip Knapp.
Judy Nasvall, Brule, WI.
Marian I. Anderson, Iron River, WI.
Patti Williams, Iron River, WI.
Wayne H Williams, Iron River, WI.
Raelyn Pearson, Washbrun, WI.
Patrick Hoefling, Washburn, WI.
Richard Rusch, Washburn, WI.
Darlene M Anderson, Washburn, WI.
Penny Van Dresar, Phillips, WI.
Randall Rusch, Washburn, WI.
Adam Rosenthal, Phillips, WI.
David B. Zielinski, St. Germain, WI.
Clyde Owens.
Kenneth F. Beier, St. Germain, WI.
Cheryl Kudeaczyk, Eagle River, WI.
Denise Zimmpelmann, Eagle River, WI.
Marc D. Amour, Eagle River, WI.
Ben Kuckkan, Rhinelander, WI.
Ted Ritter, Saint Germain, WI.
Orie Sjoberg, Stevens Point, WI.
Larry Braasch, Eagle River, WI.
Donovan L. Johnson, Conrath, WI.
Sharon Johnson, Conrath, WI.
Nola Schmitt, Eau Claire, WI.
Frank and Michele Bonifacio, New Auburn, WI.
Donald A. Farber, Weyerhaeuser, WI.
Myron D. Rossow, Eau Claire, WI.
Dorothy M. Rossow, Eau Claire, WI.
Frank & Michele Bonifacio, New Auburn, WI.

Donald A Farber, Weyerhaeuser, WI.
Kenneth J Kendzior, Rice Lake, WI.
Myron D Rossow, Eau Claire, WI.
Dorothy M Rossow, Eau Claire, WI.
William F Decesare, Eau Claire, WI.
Denys Avery, Hastings, MN.
Susan Partlow, New Auburn, WI.
Tony L Prynch, Bruce, WI.
Ronald Ottum, New Auburn, WI.
Jennifer C Prynch, Bruce, WI.
Tavis Pearson, Washburn, WI.
Aaron Rosenthal, Washburn, WI.
Teresa Rusch, Washburn, WI.
Taylor Pearson, Washburn, WI.
David S Pearson, Washburn, WI.
Deb Rusch, Washburn, WI.
Carol Reasbeck, Superior, WI.
Signe A Larson, Superior, WI.
Jeff Reasbeck, Superior, WI.
Jeanne L Joseph, Iron River, WI.
John J Joseph, Iron River, WI.
Carolyn Halti, Iron River, WI.
Brenda K Erickson, Washburn, WI.
Randall J Sandfort, Wausau, WI.
Violet Berhausen, Green Bay, WI.
Randee Casarez.
Wendy Miller.
Joan Janecek, Milwaukee, WI.
Scott Weninger, Milwaukee, WI.
Dr Clemens K Stoeckl, Mequon, WI.
J H Piering, Waukesha, WI.
Gloria List, Milwaukee, WI.
Francis X Chowaniec.
Susan M Branski.
Siu Archer, Milwaukee, WI.
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Dick Quake, Arbor Vitae, WI.
Lou Nielsen, Arbor Vitae, WI.
Lee Nielsen, Arbor Vitae, WI.
Garay Tarruron, Arbor Vitae, WI.
George F Habrum.
Annette Klinger, Medford, WI.
Deanna O'Neill, Arbor Vitae, WI.
Kerry Parks, Marshfield, WI.
Knute Farness, Woodruff, WI.
Larry Park, Woodruff, WI.
Renee Delane, Arbor Vitae, WI.
Dick Johnson, Arbor Vitae, WI.
Caroline Puff, Arbor Vitae, WI.
Heinz G Puff.
Lois Macier, Arbor Vitae, WI.
Tom Pikauke, Arbor Vitae, WI.
Sheuy Hansen, Arbor Vitae, WI.
Barry Rabl, Arbor Vitae, WI.
Patricia Rabl, Arbor Vitae, WI.
Sharon Johnson, Arbor Vitae, WI.
Don Molis, Iron River, WI.
William E Makl, Iron River, WI.
Jerry & Julie Peck, Iron River, WI.
James Anderson, Iron River, WI.
John E Weiss, Iron River, WI.
John Schwech, Iron River, WI.
Marie Larson, Iron River, WI.
Tom & Karen Boggess, Iron River, WI.
Cecelia R Jackson, Iron River, WI.
Ernest Madson, Iron River, WI.
Sandra Verhulst, Arbor Vitae, WI.
Vickie Schoessow, Arbor Vitae, WI.
Henry Schroedel, Minocqua, WI.
Robert J Rasussen, Sayner, WI.
Duane D Alf, Weyerhaeuser,WI.
Deliose M Alf, Weyerhaeuser, WI.
Daniel J Casey, New Auburn, WI.
John J & Nancy R Amann, New Auburn, WI.
Gilbert J Schulz, Reedsburg, WI.
Jimmy Boy Edming, Glen Flora, WI.
Gary Baier, Tomahawk, WI.
James E Eckwright, Eau Claire, WI.
LaMonte Henry, Tomawawk, WI.
Gary Stelter, Tomahawk,WI.
William Schmidtke, Weyerhauser, WI.
Anton Ziesler, Ladysmith, WI.
Wayne W Pawlak, New Auburn, WI.
Betty L Miller, Weyerhaeuser, WI.
Jerald E Miller, Weyerhaeuser, WI.
William Pabich, Eau Claire, WI.
Jerrold Elling, Ladysmith, WI.

Kurt Pateckki.
Gary Quinn, Hawkins, WI.
Clyde Owens, St Germain, WI.
Greg Rogge.
James Hansen, Holcombe, WI.
William & Susan Jakusz, Eau Claire, WI.
Darrell Wittwer, Eau Claire, WI.
Ronald & Patricia Salter, New Auburn, WI.
H John Bergeron, Eau Claire, WI.
Mike & Nancy Curry, Bruce, WI.
Jean & Chris Amato, Bloomer, WI.
Barbara B Hutcken, Weyerhaeuser, WI.
Matt Berry, Menomonie, WI.
Charles Malone, Eau Claire, WI.
Shirley A Christopherson, Weyerhaeuser, WI.
C. Paul Christopherson, Eau Claire, WI.
Debra Olson, Eau Claire, WI.
Terrance A Gingras, Bruce, WI.
Thomas Schick, Bruce, WI.
Mary J. Gingras, Bruce, WI.
Beverly J. Janke, New Auburn, WI.
Robert W. DeVoe, Elk Mound, WI.
Peggy DeVoe, Elk Mound, WI.
Gerald O. Janke, New Auburn, WI.
Charles W. Miller, Madison, WI.
Robert A. Frambs, Madison, WI.
Joseph J. Kowal, Conrath, WI.
Greg Rogge.
David L. LaFontaine P.E., Marshfield, WI.
Michael A. Voss, Marshfield, WI.
Robert M. Madson,WI.
Donold Krueger, Eau Claire, WI.
Stephen and Helen Steinmetz, Eau Claire, WI.
Paul Johnson, Fall Creek, WI.
RJ Maziarka, New Auburn, WI.
Susan Moore, Phillips, WI.
Vernon Moore, Phillips, WI.
Daniel B. Olson, Eau Claire, WI.
Kathleen J. Kowal, Conrath, WI.
Joyce F. Boldon, Weyerhaueser, WI.
Eli M. Boldon, Eau Claire, WI.
Gerald Zimpelman, Eagle River, WI.
Dorothy L. Madson, White Bear, MN.
Sylvie J. Loibl, New Auburn, WI.
Richard Loibl, New Auburn, WI.
Thomas E. Fuhrmann, Weyerhaueser, WI.
Ian C. Miller, Madison, WI.
Deanna O'Neill, Arbor Vitae, WI.
Janice Schuette, Arbor Vitae, WI.
Betty March, Arbor Vitae, WI.
Clifford Webber, Woodruff, WI.
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Rick Howe, Hazelhurst, WI.
Judith Howe, Hazelhurst, WI.
A. Elaine Knudson, Arbor Vitae, WI.
Steven Perry, Arbor Vitae, WI.
Lindi Perry, Arbor Vitae, WI.
Chuck M. Raydon III, Manitowish Waters, WI.
Alberta Egtvedt, Arbor Vitae, WI.
William Egtvedt, Arbor Vitae, WI.
Ronald Schoessow, Arbor Vitae, WI.
Rosalie C. Krueger, Eau Claire, WI.
Stephn Steinmetz, Eau Claire, WI.
Lynn Zimpelmann, Three Lakes, WI.
Susan Brumberg-Schaefer, Eau Claire, WI.
Peter H. Sather, Eau Claire, WI.
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Form Letter 2
Any problems with the current NR115 come from selective enforcement across the state. When setbacks
and buffers are properly applied, as they have been by most counties for many years, the lakes are
protected. The DNR has the authority to write administrative rule only and should not be writing a state-
wide zoning ordinance. That is a job for counties who will have to enforce an ordinance, and where
attention can be given to local conditions. This also allows the people most affected to have direct input.
The DNR should leave the current rule alone and concentrate its limited funds and personnel on what is
really affecting Wisconsin’s water quality: aquatic invasive species, municipal run-off and pollution.

The proposed changes to NR115 are a shift of power and rights from the property owner to the DNR and
other governmental entities.  Non-conformity under its present definition threatens all private ownership
of property and makes it impossible to effectively write rules that could help in the DNR’s charge to
protect our waterways. Therefore, we call on the DNR to join the vast majority of property owners and
citizens working towards the elimination of this threat.

Submitted by:
Stan Nelson Jr., Bruce, WI.
Mark J. Schmitt, Eau Claire, WI.
Thomas R. Kelly, New Auburn, WI.
Dan W. Ruiter, Bruce, WI.
Judith Bullis, Bruce, WI.
Alan R. Grefsheim, Wyerhaeuser, WI.
Philip M. Kaiser, Hawkins, WI.
Joseph Rasmussen, New Auburn, WI.
Paul Harding, Weyerhaeuser, WI.
Jim Powers, New Auburn, WI.
Richard Brand, Bruce, WI.
Benedict H. Hayden, Eau Claire, WI.
Florence J. Hayden, New Auburn, WI.
Gene W. Wendl, Bruce, WI.
Wanda J. Wendl, Bruce, WI.
Bob Christenson, New Auburn, WI.
Doris Ruiter, Bruce, WI.
Kathleen Christenson, New Auburn, WI.
Everett W. Bullis, Bruce, WI.
Marilyn Rasmussen, New Auburn, WI.
Charles Frey, Ladysmith, WI.
Hubert Stevens, Ladysmith, WI.
Linda Grefsheim, Wyerhaeuser, WI.
Marcella Gilbertson, Weyerhaeuser, WI.
Walter A. Brand, Bruce, WI.
Raymond Wojtowicz, New Auburn, WI.
Doris M. Wojtowicz, New Auburn, WI.
Terry Kelly, New Auburn, WI.
James W. Kendzior, Rice Lake, WI.

Kenneth J. Kendzior, Rice Lake, WI.
Laurence P Armstrong, Weyerhaeuswer, WI.
Chet M jacobson, Weyerhaeuser, WI.
Kirk Kendzior, Maplewood, MN.
Robert G Hall, New Richmolnd, WI.
Geri Kendzior, Weyerhaeuser, WI.
Robert Kendzior, Weyerhaeuser, WI.
Arlene Bentley, Weyerhaeuser, WI.
Terrry Bentlely, Weyerhaeuser, WI.
Carl E Benik, Weyerhaeuser, WI.
Wendy Skutt, Weyerhaueser, WI.
Kenneth L. Eckes, Weyerhaueser, WI.
Rose Eckes, Weyerhaueser, WI.
Jerome Skutt, Weyerhaueser, WI.
Colleen Harding, Weyerhaueser, WI.
Jimmy Boy Edming, Glen Flora, WI.
Judith M. McGinnis, Bruce, WI.
Corey Biomberg, Bruce, WI.
Kenneth Pinnow, Bruce, WI.
Edmond Kopras, Bruce, WI.
Robert Peidner, Ladysmith, WI.
Darwin F. Bemis, Bruce, WI.
David Vitcenda, Exeland, WI.
Sue Bemis, Bruce, WI.
Michael Swada.
James Heintz, Bruce, WI.
Tim Bessel, Bruce, WI.
Kevin A. Wilder, Bruce, WI.
Richard Jez, Bruce, WI.
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Form Letter 3
RE: NR 115 Proposed Shoreland Provision

As members of the Mount Trempealeau Corporation, we wish to register our following concerns:

- Pre-existing lots with dwellings served by a closed municipal sewer should not be deemed as a non-
conforming structure or lot.

- Primary buffer vegetative and viewing access corridors are inappropriate and unsuited for the
Mississippi River frontage and should not create added non-conforming structures.

- Solid wall footing complying with FEMA flooding standards should be permissible.

- Reasonable ordinary high water mark level for Mississippi river (sic) pools should be established.

- Habitation standard redefined to mean designed and actually used for habitation and not presupposed
to be useful.

- The revisions should not create additional hardships to the landowners right to the use of their
property.

Submitted by:
P.C. and Charles J. Stromstedt, and Phyllis Pitts,
Trempealeau, WI.
Bernard Z. Sorge.
Betty Boland.
Kent and Mary Halling.
Ron and Debra Bemmert.
Eugene and Karen Olson.
Bonnie L. Mass, Trempealeau, WI.
Ted Litshi.
Neil N. McHugh, LaCrosse, WI.
Jame G. Curtis, Jr., LaCrosse, WI.
Micheal T. Mulqueen.
James E. Brynildson.
Vernon Olson.
Arla M. Clemons.
Barbara Hammes, Onalaska, WI.
Bernard Hammes, Onalaska, WI.
Dick Jessesski, Trempealeau, WI.
Donna J. and Mike McQuin.
Jack, Owen, Dale and Terry Guenther.
Christina Sonsalla.
Anna F. and William D. VanAtta.
John G. Gaarder.
Phoebe Gaarder.
M. Paul, Anna, Mary F. and Paul Hendrickson,
Duncan E. Anderson, and Bradley T. Goetz.
Michael Hartiganing.
V. Pinorsky, Trempealeau, WI.

Jim and Linda Jenkins.
Linda A. Deschain.
John D. Jakubowski.
William C. and S. Ilstrup, Glenn E. Brommerich
and Arild Engelien.
Frank J. and Betty J. Jaszewski.
Connie and Thomas A. Doerre, LaCrosse, WI.
Russell Gaarder.
Harold and Marlene Paaske, West Allis, WI.
Joel VonHaden, Trempealeau, WI.
David S. Mocheski, Prairie du Chein, WI.
Clyde R. Butterfield.
Kent and Billdonne Drugan.
Ruth G. Mass.
Joseph J. Skemp, M.D..
Steve and Alisen Sokdik.
Daniel and Terese Despales.
Randy Lakey.
John M. Sieger, Trempealeau, WI.
W.C., Carol A., Jori, and Wm. C Bittner III,
Trempealeau, WI.
Jay J. Shyj.
Clerguy E. Sorguia.
Arlene L. and Mark D. Bensen.
Blake R. Nelson.
Glenn and Irene Borneman.
Dennis L. and Carol L. Hemingway.
Doug Lindberg.
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Undecipherable penmanship.
Jane Owen Sundal.
Lester Leavitt.
Geo. F. Meyer, Trempealeau, WI.
Gerald Preyowski.

Patrick Lee.
Judith K. Nelson.
Susan B Hall, New Richmond, WI.
Allan Hembrook, Weyerhaeuser, WI.
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